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SUMMARY: Seeks agreement from Council to Community Re-
organisation Orders for the parishes of Beckermet with 
Thornhill, Egremont, Parton and Seascale

RECOMMENDATIONS: That the Community Reorganisation Orders as set out at 
Appendices “A” to “D” be approved.                                                                              

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Council at its meeting on 28 June 2016 agreed to undertake Community 
Governance Reviews of the parishes of Beckermet with Thornhill, Parton and Seascale in 
respect of Council size, and Egremont in respect of warding and electoral arrangements 

1.2  The four Reviews have been conducted by the Electoral Review Working Party, 
whose Terms of Reference include the conduct of such Reviews, with the exception of the 
final stage of the approval of Community Reorganisation Orders bringing revised parishing 
arrangements into effect, which is reserved to Council.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 Under Part 4 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, 
principal authorities have powers to undertake Community Governance Reviews of parts 
of their areas. Community Governance Reviews can be initiated by a petition from a 
minimum number of electors for an area (10% of the electorate for an area of 10,000 
electors or more), which requires the principal authority to undertake a Review; or can 
be initiated by the principal authority itself passing a resolution to undertake a review. 
The powers and duties under Part 4 of the 2007 Act fall to district councils only in two-
tier counties.

2.2 The review of Egremont parish started in September 2016 and finished in 
December following a public consultation of six weeks. The initial proposals of the review 



were to merge the existing four parish wards into two new parish wards of Egremont 
North and Egremont South. No responses were received to the consultation and the initial 
proposals therefore became the final proposals. These are reflected in the draft 
community reorganisation order before Council for approval in this report. 

2.3 The reviews of Beckermet with Thornhill, Parton and Seascale parishes started in 
January 2017 and finished in March, again following public consultations of seven weeks. 
The initial proposals consisted of proposed reductions in the number of councillors from 
fourteen to twelve, thirteen to eleven and twelve to eight respectively.

2.4 No responses to the consultations were received for the Beckermet with Thornhill 
and Parton reviews and the initial proposals therefore became the final proposals after 
the close of consultation, and are similarly reflected in the draft orders before Council 
today.

2.5 Two substantive responses were received from Seascale residents to the 
consultation on the Seascale review.  These have each been given careful consideration 
by the Electoral Review Working Party. However after due consideration the Working 
Party decided not to make any changes to the initial proposals for Seascale, and the initial 
proposals therefore became the final proposals and are reflected in the draft order before 
Council today.

3. PROPOSALS

3.1 The Electoral Review Working Party is recommending to Council that the 
Community Re-organisation Orders for Beckermet with Thornhill, Egremont, Parton and 
Seascale set out in Appendices “A”, “B”, “C” and “D” respectively, be approved.

3.2 The Orders, once made, will come into force on 1 April 2019, in time for the next 
round of parish council elections in May 2019.

4. CONCLUSIONS

4.1 This report brings to a conclusion the community governance review process 
initiated by Council on 28 June 2016. All requirements of the relevant legislation and 
statutory guidance have been complied with throughout the process.

5.     STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS 

5.1 The Monitoring Officer’s comments are:



5.2 The Section 151 Officer’s comments are:

5.3 EIA Comments:

5.4 Policy Framework:

5.5 Other Consultee Comments, if any:

List of Appendices:

Appendix A – draft Community Re-organisation Order – Beckermet with Thornhill
Appendix B – draft Community Re-organisation Order – Egremont
Appendix C – draft Community Re-organisation Order – Parton
Appendix D – draft Community Re-organisation Order – Seascale

List of Background Documents: DCLG Statutory Guidance on Community Governance 
Reviews


